[Importance of evoked potentials in the evolutive prognosis of coma during cerebral anoxia in adults].
Ten cases of postanoxic coma have been studied. A clinical neurological examination with study of brainstem reflexes and the EEG recording were made on the first day (J1), the third day (J3) and the tenth day (J10) after the start of the coma. A recording of the visual evoked potentials, the brainstem evoked potentials and the somatosensory potentials combined was made at the same time. A clinical examination is carried out one month after the coma when the patient survives. According to the initial clinical examination, we distinguished 3 groups of subjects. The results show that in group III the visual evoked potentials such as EEG have a slightly significant prognostic value; frequently the near outcome lead to death whereas EEG activity persists and the visual evoked potentials disappear later. On the other hand, the association of brainstem evoked potentials and somatosensory potentials clearly has a higher prognostic value in this group. The disappearance of the shortest brainstem responses and the cortical somatosensory responses is clearly an unfavourable prognosis. This disappearance associated with the end EEG activity is the absolute proof of brain death. On the other hand, the persistence of these responses is of a better prognosis at least on the survival level, but their degradation during evolution is unfavourable.